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ETHICAL/SOCIAL ISSUES IN GENETICS

NAMES: _________________________
_______________________________

On the basis of research that you conduct using online databases (EBSCO host), the internet and media sources (TV, radio, blogs, news sources etc. etc.) clearly explain some of the social and ethical implications of research in genetics and genomics.

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE RESEARCH:

· An explanation of the issue at the cellular/DNA level.

· What are the possible social benefits of the issue?

· What ethical questions does this issue raise?

· Why is the issue controversial?

· What is the current accepted practice regarding this issue in Canada?

· How does Canada’s stance on the issue compare to the international community?

TOPIC CHOICES:  With a partner choose a topic from below and circle it.

1) Genetic Testing and discrimination (ie. work and insurance coverage) with respect to disorders (e.g. Huntington’s) – who should have access to our personal genetic information and decide how it’s used

2) Stem-Cell Research

3) Gene Therapy—eg. cystic fibrosis

4) In-Vitro Fertilization

5) Cloning – organisms and organs

6) Animal Research

7) “Designer” Babies

8) Genetically Modified Organisms/Genetically engineered foods

· Position you and your partner are taking (circle one):
    FOR    or
AGAINST

In cooperation with a partner, you are to take a stance as either being in favour for or against one of the above topics.  You and your partner should be able to argue your position in a debate against another pair of students.  You must, therefore, create a strong argument by backing up your point of view using researched facts and statistics.

	Important Dates:


	Activities to be completed:

	
	Gather information using EBSCO host, conduct research and reference properly.

	
	Complete an individual Research Organizer in class using your own research (NO SHARING).  Reference sheet needs to be attached.

	
	Work with your partner to organize your debate using a template.



	
	Debate with the opposing pair using the completed debate template.

Peer evaluation of partner and opposing pair.

Individual concluding write-up at the end of the debate.
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Bioethics Marksheet



Name: ________________________________

Topic: ____________________________________For or Against
Partner: _______________________________

	Knowledge (10 marks)

	General Questions


	                                                                                                                                            /10

	Application (17 marks)                                                                                                                                          /17

	Makes a opinion based on evidence

(2)
	Makes an opinion without any consideration of observations or evidence.
	Makes an opinion that is not well thought out.


	Makes an opinion based on observations or evidence.
	Makes an opinion based on observations or evidence that have been carefully and thoroughly

considered.

	Provides information that elaborates on or explains the opinion.

(9)


	Uses varied and relevant evidence to support the opinion with limited effectiveness.
	Uses varied and relevant evidence to support the opinion with some effectiveness.
	Uses varied and relevant evidence to support the opinion with considerable effectiveness.
	Uses varied and relevant evidence to support the opinion with a high degree of effectiveness.

	
	Provides information and examples for a opinion that are not relevant to the opinion.
	Provides some relevant information and examples for a opinion, but provides some that are not

relevant.
	Provides clear, sufficient, and relevant information and examples for a opinion.
	Interprets, builds on, and explains the significance of evidence to support the opinion with a high degree of effectiveness.

	Qualify or restrict a opinion.

(6)
	Provides qualifications or restrictions for a opinion that represent serious misconceptions about the

topic; or provides irrelevant qualifications or restrictions..
	Provides qualifications or restrictions for a opinion that represent some misconceptions about the

topic; or leaves out some relevant qualifications or restrictions.
	Provides relevant qualifications or restrictions for a opinion.
	Carefully provides relevant and reasoned qualifications or restrictions for a opinion, resulting in a

well-defended opinion.

	Communication (19 marks)                                                                                                                                  /19

	Spelling and grammar

Well-written and complete sentences.
(3)


	Numerous spelling and grammar mistakes

(0-1.5)
	Few spelling and grammar mistakes

(2)
	One or two spelling and grammar mistakes

(2.5)
	No mistakes in spelling and grammar.

Well-written and complete. (3)



	Debate Organizer

(2)


	Only a few areas completed (0.5)
	Some information complete (1)
	Mostly completed (1.5)
	Completed thoroughly

(2)

	APA referencing

- reference sheet

(2)

- proper embedded references

(2)
	Presents 1 or 2  references in APA format with some errors (0.5)

Embedded referencing in 1 or 2 places, many missing, inaccurate (0.5)
	Presents some  references in APA format with some accuracy (1)

Embedded referencing in some places, a few missing and inaccurate (1)
	Presents many references in APA format with accuracy

(1.5)

Embedded referencing in many places, a few missing, accurate (1.5) 
	Presents a variety of references in APA format with complete accuracy (2)

Embedded referencing throughout, complete and accurate (2)

	Peer Evaluation

(10)
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